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te Benjamin REDSHAW

Male
Benjamin REDSHAW (18 Oct 1857 - 16 Feb 1923)
Miaria Jane (Jane) CROWDER (1862 - Jun 1911)

Individual Facts

Birth 1888 Seaham Harbour

Baptism 12 Dec 1888 (age 0) St John's Church, Church Street, Seaham Harbour
Census 1891 (age 3) 30 Frances Stroct, Scaham Harbour

Census 1901 (age 13) 23 Adolphus Strees, Seaham Harbour

Death 11 Aug 1915 (age 27) Hooge, Belgium

Military wwi

Notes (Individual) - >

Death (11 Aug 1915): Benjamin is commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ypres, Belgium. The Menin gate is one of four
memorials to the missing in the Ypres salient. Broadly speaking, the salient strtched from Langemarck in the north to the.
northern edge in Ploegsteert Wood in the south, but it varied in area and shape throughout the war. The battles of the
Ypres salient claimed many lives on both sides and it quickly became clear that the commemoration of members of the
Commonswealth forces with no known grave would have to be divided between several different stes. The site of the
Menin Gate was chosen because of the hundreds of thousands of men who passed through it o their way to the battlefields
throughout the war. It commemorates those of all Commonswealth nations (except New Zealand) who died i the salient, in
the case of the United Kingdom casualties before August 1917, the Ypres Menin Gate memorial bears the names of more
than 54,000 men and officers whose graves are not known.

Military: Benjamin Redshaw enlisted into the Durham Light Infantry aged 25 years and 11 moaths, serving with the 10th
batalion, service number 20741. His enlistment papers record his appearance as being of far complexion, with fair hair,
grey eyes, 5 fool 8 inches tal in height, weighing 168 Ibs. During his short time in the DLI he had two misdemenours
recorded, in October 1914 and March 1915,

His will, made in 1915 stated that In the event of my death I leave the whole of my property and effects to Benjarnin
Redshaw, 23 Adolphus Terrace, Seaham harbour.

Benjamin was killed in action on the |1th August 1915, and the Regimental records of the day indicate that he was killed
by friendly fire ie inadvertantly shelled by his own men.” Aug 9 - 13 : Unfortunately the British Heavies dropped some
shells among the Tenth, killing several men."

Sgt Isaac Plews, who served with 2nd Bartalion DLI wrote an account of the Battle of Hooge in 1915, and his description
of the chaos and confusion which characterised many of the actions of WW1 serves as further confirmation of the probable
circumstances in which Benjamin Redshaw met his death : " Morning of the 10th had & rum issue at 12:30 am and moved
out of the wood at 1:45 and laid out at the edge of the second line to advance. We were the attacking Regiment. At 2:45 am
our Artillery opened fie, started by a 9.2 and it was a most glorious sight o see. At 3:05 am our guns lifted the range and
we started the advance under a very fecble rifle fire and litle shell fire, but it increased as we got nearer to cnemy’s lines. A
‘gencral mix up followed all of our Battalion and we advanced too far. We were under our own Artillery fire and we dug
ourselves in betwween the enemy's 2nd and 3rd lines, about § yards of ther 3rd lin. It was hell just at that time but we very
gamely stuck to it. All our Company officers were either killed or wounded only Mr Sheriff was left and a very brave man
he s too.”

A leter was sent to his parents from Benjamin's commanding officer, Lt Cecil M Long, and reported in the Durham
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